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Calvary Lutheran Church – Dallas, TX 

 

A Service of Comfort and Hope for the  

Family and Friends of Joyce Gfeller Ramsey 
 

November 26, 2018 

 

 

 

++++++++++++ 

 

 

OPENING HYMN  379 – Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound (page 8) 

 

 

 

GREETING AND PRAYER 

 

M   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

We have come together to seek God’s comfort in our sorrow and to rejoice in the 

promise of the resurrection.  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who said, “Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will give 

you rest.” 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Lord Jesus, you wept at the grave of your friend Lazarus, and you consoled Mary and 

Martha in their distress.  Draw near to us who mourn for the loss of Joyce, and dry the 

tears of all who weep.  Calm our troubled hearts, dispel our doubts and fears, and lead 

us to praise you for having brought her to faith.  In your rising from the dead, you 

conquered death and opened the gates to eternal life.  Strengthen us with your Word, 

and lead us through this earthly life until at last we are united with you and all the saints 

in glory everlasting.  Amen. 
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PSALM 23 Read by the presiding minister 
 

M  1The LORD is my shepherd;  

  I shall not want. 
2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 

  He leads me beside the still waters. 
3 He restores my soul: 

  He leads me in the paths of righteousness 

  For His name’s sake. 
 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

  I will fear no evil; 

  For You are with me; 

  Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  You anoint my head with oil; 

  My cup runs over. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

  All the days of my life; 

  And I will dwell in the house of the LORD 

  Forever. 

 

 

Children’s Anthem As a Little Child 
Copyright (c) 1993, 2008 by Malcolm Music, a div. of Shawnee Press, Inc. 

Contributors: from St. Mark/paraphrased by Joseph M. Martin, Joseph M. Martin 

Tune: Music by Joseph Martin incorporating “Jesus Loves Me” by William B. Bradbury  

Text: Words by Joseph Martin based on Mark 10:15-16 

 

O you must become as a little child, Jesus loves me this I know 

As a little child and come unto Him. For the Bible tells me so 

Yes, you must become as a little child Little ones to Him belong 

To share in the kingdom of God. They are weak but He is strong 

 Yes, Jesus loves me 

Come unto Jesus, run into His arms Yes Jesus loves me 

Come unto Jesus and you can Yes, Jesus loves me 

Share the kingdom of God. The Bible tells me so. 

 

 

 

RESURRECTION COMFORT 
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M Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves 

have received form God.  The apostle Paul writes to the Romans: “The wages of sin is 

death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Jesus gives us this 

comfort: “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even 

though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.” 

 

M Death has been swallowed up in victory!  Thanks be to God! 

C He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

M When Christ, who is our life, appears, 

C Then we also will appear with him in glory. 

 

M We will be before the throne of God 

C And serve him day and night in his temple. 

 

M Never again will we hunger; 

C Never again will we thirst. 

 

M For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be our shepherd; he will lead us to 

springs of living water. 

C And God will wipe away every tear from our eyes. 

 

 

M Let us pray. 

 

God of all grace, you sent your Son Jesus to destroy the power of death and to open the 

kingdom of heaven to all believers.  Make us certain that because he lives, we too shall 

live.  Comfort us with your promise that neither death nor life nor things present nor 

things to come shall be able to separate us from your love which is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

 

C Amen. 

 

 

LESSONS and HYMNS 

 

Old Testament Lesson Job 19:25-27 
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 Isaiah 40:31 

 

 

HYMN 417 – I’m But a Stranger Here (page 9) 

 

 
 

Epistle Lesson Romans 8:37-39 

 1 Corinthians 15:55-57 

 

HYMN 214 – Jerusalem the Golden (page 10) 

 

 

 

Gospel Lessons John 11:25-27 

 

 

HYMN 152 – I Know that My Redeemer Lives (page 11) 

 

 

 

SERMON 1 John 4:19 

 

The Love of Jesus 
1. We love him 

2. He first loved us 

 

 

 

HYMN 200 – A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (page 12) 

 
 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 
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 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

   born of the virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell. 

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy Christian Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS 

 
M Almighty God, we praise you for the great company of saints who have finished their lives 

in faith and now rest from their labors.  We remember especially our loved one, Joyce, 

whom you have redeemed by the blood of your Son and received as your dear child through 

Holy Baptism.  We thank you for giving her to us as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage.  

In your compassion, comfort all who are sad in this hour.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

M We praise you for your love in Christ, which sustains us in life and death.  In our earthly 

sorrows, help us find strength in the fellowship of the church, joy in the forgiveness of sins, 

and hope in the resurrection to eternal life.  Lord, in your mercy,  

C   Hear our prayer. 
 

M You do not leave us comfortless but strengthen and care for us through your Word and 

sacrament.  You give us family, friends, and neighbors to help when there is loneliness 

now and in the days to come.  Brighten our future with a firm trust in your promises and 

care.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

M Remove our fears, and make us bold to pray with confidence as our Savior has taught us:   
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

  and the power and the glory 

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

 

M  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

       The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

       The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

 

C   Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN 219 – Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See (page 13) 
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Joyce Gfeller Ramsey 

+ January 1, 1931 – November 21, 2018 + 
 

 
 

Joyce Elizabeth Gfeller was born in Vernon, Texas on January 1, 1931, the 

daughter of Herman and Vera Gfeller.  She was baptized into the Christian 

faith on January 25th, 1931 and was confirmed on Easter of 1943.  Joyce grew 

up with two younger sisters, Merle Gene and Clemmie and an older brother 

Clifford. She graduated from Lockett High School in 1948.   

Joyce was married to Eric Ramsey on October 13, 1951.  They had two sons, 

Sidney and David and a daughter, Vada.  After residing in numerous states, 

the Ramsey family settled in Mesquite in 1966.  Joyce’s husband Eric was 

employed in the oil industry during his early working years, eventually 

settling in at Cooper Industries for 27 years.  While in the Dallas area, Joyce 

worked as a nurse for a family physician.  Later, she was employed as a 

Registered Nurse at Baylor Hospital in downtown Dallas.   

She and Eric attended Hope Lutheran Church (LC-MS) for many years.  In 

April of 2002, they began attending Calvary Lutheran Church along with son, 

David, and his family.  While at Calvary, God’s grace was brought to bear on 

Joyce’s life through the remembrance of her baptism, through the regular 

assurance of forgiveness at worship, and in the building up of her faith through 

the reception of the Lord’s Supper.  Through these means of grace, Joyce was 

called and sustained in her faith in Jesus.  Joyce relished the forgiveness of 



- 15 - 

sins and eternal life God had given her as his gift of grace.  In service to her 

Savior and out of love for her neighbors, Joyce volunteered at church helping 

with cleaning, folding bulletins and served as a deaconess.  Joyce also had a 

gift for poetry and was called on to pen verses for various special occasions 

at church. 

On Wednesday, November 21, 2018, after a brief illness, Joyce was called 

home by her Heavenly Father.  She was preceded in death by her parents, 

Herman and Vera Gfeller, her brother and sisters; her daughter-in-law, Jonelle 

(David) Ramsey; and her husband of 55 years, Eric.  She is survived by loving 

sons Sidney (wife Brenda) and David; daughter Vada (husband Phillip 

Robles); five grandsons, two granddaughters and thirteen greatgrandchildren. 

All praise and thanks to our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave his life to forgive all 

sins, who claimed Joyce as his own dear child through water and the Word, 

and who will return to bring Joyce and all believers in Christ, body and soul, 

to live in the eternal glories of heaven.  

Memorials can be given to the AV upgrade for Calvary Lutheran Church. 
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